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Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following five passages and answer the questions by choosing the

best choice (1), (2}, (3), or (4). Then mark the correct choice on vour answer sheet.

Passape 1:

The judiciary plays a particularly important role in a system based on the rule of law.
This role is complemented by the business-oriented alternative mechanism for dispute
resolution, notably mediation, conciliation, and arbitration. As it must by now be clear,
law is not merely a collection of written laws and regulations. It also includes the
manner in which these rules are actually implemented by government agencies and
applied and interpreted by judges and arbitrators. Without having to conceive of law
necessarily as “the prophecies of what the courts will do in fact,” one can readily
recognize that a well-functioning judiciary, in which judges apply the law in a fair and
predictable manner, and without undue delays or unaffordable costs, is part and parcel
of a functioning system of law. Moreover, such a system of law requires that rules be
interpreted, applied, and, where authorized, departed from according to established
procedures. It also requires that respect for rules be ensured in the final analysis by the
force of the State and that an independent body exist to resolve disputes. The judiciary
may also identify inconsistencies of the rules with the basic law or the constitution. It
scrves as the final institution to monitor and address allegations of corruption,
arbitrariness, and lack of accountability by other branches of government. Together,
these elements help create an effective competitive system and an atmosphere of social
peace in which business can flourish.

1-  What does the passage mainly discuss?
1) The importance of judiciary in a law-based system
2) Techniques the judiciary uses to resolve business disputes
3) Characteristics of a functioning system of law
4) The role of the judiciary in business and politics
2-  The word “dispute™ in line 2 is closest in meaning to .....oemseieenn +
1) discrimination 2) constraint
3) disagreement 4) irregularity
3-  The passage states that a well-functioning judiciary ......vvuenne
1) refers to a system in which judges work independently of each other
2) may impose extra costs on a system of law
3) takes long to interpret and apply law
4) applies laws in an unbiased manner
4-  All of the following are given as the responsibilities of the judiciary EXCEPT
1) resolving disputes between business parties
2) reducing competition between businesses
3) dealing with the illegal actions of government branches
4) looking for contradictions between rules and the constitution
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5-  Why does the author refer to “the State” in the passage?
1) To describe how the State provides collections of written laws
2) To introduce the body responsible for dispute resolution
3) To emphasize its role in law enforcement
4) To explain why rules must be respected
6-  Which of the following best deseribes the tone of the passage?

1) Favorable 2y Defiant
3) Historical 4) Controversial
Passage 2:

The classic Sharia provided for due process of criminal law. This included notice of the
claim made by the injured person, the right to remain silent, and a presumption of
innocence in a fair and public trial before an impartial judge. There were no juries.
Both parties in the case had the right to have a lawyer present, but the individual
bringing the claim and the defendant usually presented their own cases,

At trial, the judge questioned the defendant about the claim made against him. If the
defendant denied the claim, the judge then asked the accuser, who had the burden of
proof, to present his evidence. Evidence almost always took the form of the direct
testimony of two male witnesses of good character. Circumstantial evidence and
documents were usually inadmissible. Female witnesses were not allowed except in cases
where they held special knowledge, such as childbirth. In such cases, two female
witnesses were needed for every male witness. After the aeccuser finished with his
witnesses, the defendant could present his own.

If the accuser could not produce witnesses, he could demand that the defendant take
an oath before Allah that he was innocent. “*Your evidence or his oath,” the Prophet
Muhammad taught. If the defendant swore he was innocent, the judge dismissed the
case. IT he refused to take the oath, the accuser won. The defendant could also confess to
a crime, but this could only be done orally in an open court.

In all eriminal cases, the evidence had to be “conclusive™ before a judge eould reach a
guilty verdict. An appellate system allowed persons to appeal verdicts to higher
government officials and to the ruler himself.

7-  What is the author’s main purpose in the passage?
1) To give examples of rules from the classic Sharia
2) To clarify how the classic Sharia informs the implementation of criminal law
3) To inform the reader about court routines in Muslim countries
4) To discuss the importance of law from a religious standpoint

8-  The word *inadmissible™ in paragraph 2 is closest in meaning to ......oooocinvaenn s
1) inaccurate 2) not allowed
3) irrelevant 4) not announced
9-  The word *this™ in paragraph 3 refers to ....coovviiiiiiiinn
1) taking the oath 2) crime
3) winning the case 4) confession

18-  According to the passage, the defendant would swear to God ....cooevinnninain .
1) if he didn’t accept the witnesses’ testimonies
2) when he wanted to confess to a crime
3) to prove that he was not guilty
4) after he pled innocent
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11-  Which of the following statements about the process of law based on the classic
Sharia is NOT true, according to the passage?
1) Neither juries nor lawyers were present in courts,
2) Sometimes evidence had to be presented orally.
3) Male witnesses were preferable to female witnesses.
4) Government officials would sometimes intervene in crime cases.
12- Which of the following methods of idea development has the author used in the

passage?

1) Chronological order 2) Anecdotes

3) Classification 4) Process description
Passage 3:

Fifty-five delegates representing all thirteen states except Rhode Island attended the
Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia from May to September 1787, The delegates
had been instructed by the Continental Congress to revise the old Articles of
Confederation, but most believed that a stronger central government was needed. There
were differences, however, about what structure the government should take and how
much influence large states should have.

Virginia was by far the most populous state, with twice as many pcople as New York,
four times as many as New Jersey, and ten times as many as Delaware. The leader of the
Virginia delegation, James Madison, had already drawn up a plan for government,
which became known as the Large State Plan. Its essence was that congressional
representation would be based on population. It provided for two or more national
executives. The smaller states feared that under this plan, a few large siates would lord
over the rest. New Jersey countered with the Small State Plan. It provided for equal
representation for all states in a national legislature and for a single national executive.
Angry debate, heightened by a stifling heat wave, led to deadlock.

A cooling of tempers seemed to come with lower temperatures. The delegates
hammered out an agreement known as the Great Compromise—actually a bundle of
shrewd compromises. They decided that Congress would consist of two houses, The
larger states were granted representation based on population in the lower house, the
House of Representatives. The smaller states were given equal representation in the
upper house, the Senate, in which each state would have two senators regardless of
population. It was also agreed that there would be a single executive, the president. This
critical compromise broke the logjam, and from then on, success seemed within reach.

13- 'What is the main topic of this passage?
1) A disagreement at the Constitutional Convention and a subsequent compromise
2) The most important points of the Small State Plan
3) The differences in population and relative power between the original states
4) James Madison’s plan to create a stable structure for the government of the

United States

14- It camn be inferred from the passage that the Articles of Confederation ...............
1) were supported by a majority of the delegates at the Convention
2) allowed small states to dominate large ones
3) provided for only a weak central government
4) were revised and presented as the Large State Plan
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15- The phrase “this plan™ in paragraph 2 refers to .....c.oovivvennen s
1) a compromise plan
2) the Large State Plan
3) the Small State Plan
4} a plan suggested by the national legislature

16- The word “shrewd” in paragraph 3 is closest in meaning to .........oceeenen .
1) secret 2) interesting
3) obvious 4) clever

17- Which of the following is NOT given in the passage as one of the provisions of the
Great Compromise?

1) Congress would be divided into two bodies.
2) The president would be elected by popular vote.
3) There would be only one national executive.
4) Each state would have two senators.
18- The author uses the phrase “broke the logjam™ in paragraph 3 to indicate that
1) some major problems had been solved
2) the Convention came to a sudden end
3) the situation had become desperate
4) the government was nearly bankrupt

Passage 4:

Political parties are necessary in the exercise of democracy in nation states, The
enlargement of the e¢lectorate—the body of qualified voters—has increased the
importance of parties to the point where it is practically impossible for a candidate to
get elected without the support of a party organization. This is because the variety of
issues facing nation states has complicated the problem of creating an informed
electorate that can use its vote responsibly. The job of influencing popular opinion
through newspapers, television, the Internet, and other mass media is too complicated
and costly for an individual candidate to undertake. Although individual candidates
continue to appear at public meetings—to answer guestions and shake hands with
voters—the influencing of public opinion on a mass scale has become a specialized
technique. Building political support on a nation—wide scale carries a high cost, and it
requires nationally organized and well-financed parties. Party organizations thus have
come (o oceupy a prominent place in the exercise of democracy.

19-  The author organizes his discussion of political parties by ...ocoiviiiiinnns
1) explaining how they are created
2} listing their roles in democratic countries
3) focusing on their role in the functioning of democracies
4) explaining how they exercise their influence on mass media
20-  According to the passage, what is one effect of the enlargement of the electorate?
1) There are more political parties than ever before.
2} Political parties control all forms of mass media.
3) It makes it impossible to have a perfect democracy.
4) Candidates need political parties to get elected.
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21-  The word “this" in line 4 refers to .
1) the impossibility of getting E1ELtLd wﬂhnut the support of a party organization
2) the too much emphasis placed on party organizations
3) the support of a party organization
4) the exercise of democracy
22-  All of the following are given as reasons for the necessity of political parties
EXCEPT iiiisieaiiviiaanis
1) it is difficult to inform voters about the variety of important issues
2) voters prefer candidates that express the values of an established party
3) building nation-wide support is too expensive for individual candidates
4) influencing popular opinion through the media is not that easy
23-  The word “undertake” in line 8 is closest in meaning to ......ccovvvveven s
1) assess 2) support
3) continue 4) accept
24- It can be inferred from the passage that the author believes individual candidates
1) shouldn’t shake hands with voters at meetings
2) cannot influence public opinion on a large scale just by attending meetings
3) avoid questions asked by voters at public meetings
4) must stop attending public meetings

Passage S:

The term civil law derives from the Latin jus civile, the law applicable to all Roman cives
or citizens, Its origins and model are to be found in the monumental compilation of
Roman law commissioned by the Emperor Justinian in the sixth century CE. While this
compilation was lost to the West within decades of its creation, it was rediscovered and
made the basis for legal instruction in eleventh-century ltaly and in the sixteenth
century came to be known as Cerpus iuris civilis. Succeeding generations of legal
scholars throughout Europe adapted the principles of ancient Roman law in the Corpus
iuris civilis to contemporary needs. Medieval scholars of Catholic church law, or canon
law, were also influenced by Roman law scholarship as they compiled existing religious
legal sources into their own comprehensive system of law and governance for the
Church, an institution central to medieval culture, politics, and higher learning. By the
late Middle Ages, these two laws, civil and canon, were taught at most universities and
formed the basis of a shared body of legal thought common to most of Europe. The birth
and evolution of the medieval civil law tradition based on Roman law was thus integral
to European legal development. 1t offered a store of legal principles and rules invested
with the authority of ancient Rome and centuries of distinguished jurists. And it held
out the possibility of a comprehensive legal code providing substantive and procedural
law for all situations.

As civil law came into practice throughout Europe, the role of local custom as a
source of law became increasingly important—particularly as growing European states
sought to unify and organize their individual legal systems. Throughout the early
modern period, this desire generated scholarly attempts to systematize scattered,
disparate legal provisions and local customary laws and bring them into harmony with
rational principles of civil law and natural law.
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27-

29-

30-

Which of the following statements about the origin of civil law is TRUE, according

to the passage?

1) The term is of unknown origin.

2) It first appeared in Italy in the 11th century.

3} It originated from the Roman law compiled in the 6th century.

4) The Emperor Justinian was the first person to introduce it to legal scholars.

The word “their™ in paragraph 1 refers to ...ocovniiiianinnn s

1) sources 2) churches

3) scholars 4) scholarships

According to the passage, after the 16th century, legal scholars in Europe

1) requested the Church to allow them to revise Corpus iuris civilis

2} found ancient Roman law of no relevance to their needs

3) looked for the missing parts of Corpus iuris civilis

4} showed interest in Roman law

Which of the following best describes the function of the underlined sentence in

paragraph 1?

1) It elaborates on a claim made in the previous statement regarding the role of
civil law in the Middle Ages.

2) It corrects a common misconception about the role of civil law in Europe.

3) It explains why civil law flourished during the Middle Ages.

4) It makes a distinction between civil law and canon law.

The word “substantive™ in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to ...................
1) basic 2) national
3) important 4) current

What is the paragraph following the passage most likely to discuss?
1) Various sources of law in Europe

2} Principles of civil law and natural law

3) How civil law was practiced in Europe

4) Attempts made to synthesize scattered laws into a cohesive whole
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