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PART A: Vocabulary

Dfrecﬁrms: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes em:h

sentence. Then mark your answer sheet,

1- Your new spokesperson is very -—-—-—-—- and clearly comfortable speaking in front of
large audiences.
| ) impatient 2) willful 3) voluble 4) modish

2- That ring is made from an --------- of minerals; if it were pure gold it would never hold
its shape.
1) Ucctﬂ'l‘cncc 2) elaboration 3) intervention 4) amalgam

3- Fortunately, the parliament ----—--- the new law that would prohibit companies from
discriminating accurdm_% to race in their hiring practices.
1) abridged 2) ratified 3) magnified 4) persuaded

4- The teacher did not appreciate the student’s --------- and gave him detention.
| ) sarcasm 2) advent 3) blunder ) reverie

5- The police have not yet been able to ﬁnd the missing child; to all.of the searchers, the
child's location is still a ;reat -----

1) fallacy 2) enigma 3) remorse 4) sympathy
6. 1 really feel sad to say that we are now witnessing environmental destruction on an
el 141 [ 8
1) implicit 2) inadvertent 3) articulated 4) unprecedented
Ted was severely -—-—---—- by his colleagues for his use of offensive language when
addressing the guests.
l}devmleg

e |
1

2) castigated 3) resigned 4) hardened

8- As shrinking military budgets add to economie woes, arms manufacturers are -—---——
seeking to expand their markets.
1) nocturnally 2) equivocally 3) indecisively 4) aggressively

9- Much to my ------- --, | should confess that we don’t have a good indication that women
are actually taking better care of themselves today.
1) indifference 2) verification 3) chagrin 4) jubilance

10- It is to be remembered that living in a --—-—— country is no guarantee you will

necessarily live a long life.

1) prosperous 2) conceptual 3) conceivable 4) long-winded

PART B: Cloze Passage

Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) best

[its each space. Then mark your answer sheet.

The human question is the big one. (11) --------- on humans are very thin. Most human
populatmns that are forced to survive on low-calorie diets are also malnourished and are as
likely (12) === {rom vitamin and mineral deficiencies. (13) - is on the Japanese
island of Okinawa, Walford notes: *The Okinawans have about (14) --—----- the calorie intake
of the rest of Japan. They eat mainly fish and vegetables. They have as much as 40 times the
incidence of people (15) -~ 100. They have less diabetes. tumors and so forth than the rest
of Japan.”
11- 1) The data exist 2) The data whose existence

3) Existing data that are 4) The existing data
12- 1) not to die as prematurely 2) as not to die prematurely

3) so not to prematurely die 4) not to die prematurely as
13- 1) Only one exception to know 2) The only exception to know

3) The only known exception 4) One exception is only known
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14- 1) 70 percent of 2) a percentage of 70
3) 70 percent 4) 70 of the percentage
15-1)in 2) for 3) over 4) with

Part C: Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following three passages and answer the questions by choosing the

best choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) and then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet,

PASSAGE 1

A seed orchard 1s an intensively-managed plantation of specifically arranged trees for the mass
production of genetically improved seeds to create plants. or seeds for the establishment of new
forests. Seed orchards are a common method of mass-multiplication for transferring genetically
improved material from breeding populations to production populations (forests) and in this
sense are often referred to as "multiplication” populations. A seed orchard 1s often composed of
grafts (vegetative copies) of selected genotypes. but seedling seed archards also occur mainly
to combine orchard with progeny testing. Seed orchards are the strong link between breeding
programs and plantation establishment. They are designed and mansged to produce seeds of
superior genetic quality compared to those obtained from seed production areas, seed stands, or
unimproved stands. In first generation seed orchards. the parents usually are phenotypically-
selected trees. In advanced generation seed orchards: the seed orchards are harvesting the
benefits generated by tree breeding and the parents may be selected among the tested clones or
families. It is efficient to synchronise the productive live cyele of the seed orchards with the
cycle time of the breeding population. In the séed orchard. the trees can be arranged in a design
to keep the related individuals or cloned copies apart from each other. Seed orchards are the
delivery vehicle for genetic improvement progtams where the trade-off between genetic gain
and diversity is the most important. concern.  Seed production and gene diversity is an
important aspect when using improved materials like seed orchard crops. Seed orchards crops
derive generallv from a limited-aumber of trees. But if it is a common wind-pollinated species
much pollen will come from outside the seed orchard and widen the genetic diversity. The
genetic gain of the first génetation seed orchards is not great and the seed orchard progenies
overlap with unimproved miaterial.

16- According to the passage,...............
1) we don’t need to use many trees to develop seed orchards crops
2) seedling seed orchards cannot combine orchard with progeny testing
3) wind-pollinated species hurt the genetic diversity of the seed orchard
4) seeds are harvested twice a year in advanced generation seed orchards
17- The passage mentions that.............
1) delivery vehicles are used in seed orchards for diversity
2) seed orchards are the same as ‘multiplication” populations
3) vegetative copies of grafts are used for selection of genotypes
4) tree breeding may be practiced through tested clones or families
18- The passage points to the fact that................
1) production of genetically improved seeds is used mainly 1o establish forests
2) trees are arranged in designs to separate related individuals or cloned copies
3) seed orchards are genetically rich only after several seed orchard generations
4) there are missing links between breeding programs and plantation establishment
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19- It is stated in the passage that..............
1) phenotypically-selected trees produce second generation seed orchards
2) seed orchards have a synchronised live cycle for seed development
3) seed orchards transfer genetically improved material to breeding trees
4) seed stands produce seeds of lower genetic quality than seed orchards

20- The word ‘trade-off® in the passage (underlined) is closest to........cocvvn.et
1) *plantation’ 2) “creation” 3) “balance’ 4) ‘loss’
PASSAGE 2

Laterites are soil types rich in iron and aluminium. formed in hot and wet tropical areas.
Laterite soils have a high clay content. which mean they have higher Cation Exchange
Capacity and water-holding capacity than sandy soils. However. it lateritic soils become
degraded, a hard crust can form on the surface. which hinders water infiltration and the
emergence of seedlings. It is possible 10 rehabilitate such soils, using a svstem called the 'bio-
reclamation of degraded lands'. This involves using indigenous water-harvesting methods (such
as planting pits and trenches). applying animal and plant residues. and planting high-value fruit
trees and indigenous vegetable crops that are tolerant of drought coniditions. The International
Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) has employed this system {o
rehabilitate degraded laterite soils in Niger and increase smallholder farmers' incomes.
Bedrock in tropical zones is often granite, gneiss. schist or sandstone; the thick laterite layer is
porous and slightly permeable so the layer can function as an aquifer in rural areas. One
example is the Southwestern Laterite (Cabook) Aquifer in Sri Lanka. This aquifer is on the
southwest border of Sri Lanka, with the narrow Shallow Aquifers on Coastal Sands between it
and the ocean. It has considerable water-holding eapacity, depending on the depth of the
formation. The aquifer in this laterite recharges rapidly with the rains of April-May which
follow the dry season of February—March; and continues to fill with the monsoon rains. The
water table recedes slowly and is recharged seéveral times during the rest of the year.

21- Which of the following does the passage not mention as helping make degraded
lateritic soils useful again?

1) regular 1rrigation 2) animal and plant residues
3) pits and trenches 4) drought tolerant vegetable crops
22- According to the passage,..........couveu

1) the Cabook Aquifer is exposed monsoon rains
2) sandy soils can have a high level of clay content
3) laterite is too permeable and porous for aquifers
4) April-May is the dry season season in Sri Lanka
23- The passage points to the fact that...............
1) tropical zones bedrock is made of ogranite and gneiss
2) seedlings can hardly get out of degraded lateritic soils
3) aquifers on the southwest of Sri Lanka are quite narrow
4) ICRISAT employs a lot of smallholder farmers in Niger
24- The passage is mainly about.............

1) “soil types’ 2) *laterite and water supply’
3) “agricultural soils’ 4) *the uses of laterite’
25- The word ‘recede’ in the passage (underlined) is closest to................

1) ‘move away’ 2) “disappear’ 3) “go down’ 4) “flow”
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PASSAGE 3

Weed control is the botanical component of pest control. which attempts to stop weeds.
especially noxious or injurious weeds, from competingwith domesticated plants and livestock.
The original strategy for weed control was manual removal including ploughing, which can cut
the roots of weeds. More recent approaches include herbicides and reducing stocks by burning
and/or pulverizing seeds. A plant is often termed a "weed" when it has one or more of the
following characteristics: little or no value (as in medicinal. material, nutritional or energy);
rapid growth and/or ease of germination: competitive with crops for space. light, water and
nutrients. In domestic gardens. methods of weed control include covering an area of ground
with a material that creates a hostile environment for weed growth, known as a weed mat.
Several layers of wel newspaper prevent light from reaching plants beneath, which kills them.
Daily saturating the newspaper with water plant decomposition. Afier several weeks. all
germinating weed seeds are dead. In the case of black plastic. the greenhouse effect kills the
plants. Although the black plastic sheet is effective at preventing weeds that 1t covers, 1t is
difficult to achieve complete coverage. Eradicating persistent perennials may require the sheets
to be left in place for at least two seasons. Some plants are said to préduce oot exudates that
suppress herbaceous weeds. Tagetes minutais claimed to be efféetive against couch and
ground elder, whilst a border of comfrey is also said to act as a barmer against the invasion of
some weeds including couch. A 5-10 cm layer of wood chip mulcly prevents most weeds from
sprouting. Gravel can serve as an inorganic mulch, [rrigatipnis sometimes used as a weed
control measure such as in the case of paddy fields to kill ‘any plant other than the water-
tolerant rice crop.

26- The passage mentions that...............

1) herbicides reduce weeds stocks pulyverizing them

2) weed growth is largely due to its easeof germination

3) herbaceous weeds are usually contrelled only biologically

4) there are weed coverage problems with black plastic sheets
27- We understand from the passage that..............

1) gravel can also serve as an organic mulch

2) weeds are generally killed in paddy fields

3) all weeds are either‘'moxious in some way

4) comfrey encourages invasion of some weeds
28- According to the passage,..........ccu

1) weed mats can be applied to domestic gardens

2) injurious weeds compete especially livestock

3) germinating weed seeds live up to four weeks

4) *energy weeds’ are of little or no material value
29- The passage points to the fact that..............

1) plant decomposition finally causes saturation of soil

2) weeds are often controlled manually through ploughing

3) even dry newspaper can stops light from reaching plants

4) weeds cannot generally sprout under enough wood chip mulch
30- The word *exudate’ in the passage (underlined) is closest to.............

1) “blood” 2) ‘sweat’ 3) ‘river’ 4) ‘bridge’
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