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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes the blank. Then
mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

1-  Working on the assembly line was -——--- work because I did the same thing hour after
hour.
1) efficacious 2) monotonous 3) momentous 4} erroneous

2-  People are guilty of -———--- when they make judgments before they know all of the facts.
1) illusion 2) arrogance 3) avarice 4) prejudice

3-  Justin -—- himself from the embarrassing sitnation by pretending he had to make a
telephone call.
1) extricated 2) extracted 3) exposed 4) expelled

4-  He was accused of manipulating the financial records to cover his —-——-.
1) suspicion 2} scrutiny 3) fraud 4) paradox

5-  BSince the jungle was -—----—-, we had to find an alternate route to the village.
1) permanent 2) vulnerable 3) redundant 4) impenetrable

6- Management refused to ----——- the union’s demandsy so a sirike cosily to both sides
occurred.
1) capitulate to 2) withdraw from  3)impose on 4) grump about

7-  We had nothing in common, but despite our <-——--- backgrounds and interests, my new
roommate and I became good friends by 'the end of the semester.
1) comprehensive 2} conscious 3) heterogeneous 4) haphazard

8-  Megan’s foreboding about going toclass turned out to be --———- as the instructor gave a
surprise test for which she was completely unprepared.
1) qualified 2) justified 3) perplexed 4) wholehearted

9-  If she had known how much of an --————-- her student debt would be, she would have
found a different way to finance her education.
1) apphication 2) encumbrance 3) immunity 4) optimism

10- The mechanic examined the engine carefully but said he was not able to —--—- - the
cause of the problem.
1) pinpomnt 2) derive 3) acquire 4) escalate

PART B: Cloze Passage

Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2). (3). or (4) best fits
| each s pace. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Horticulture has a very long history. The study and science of horticulture dates all the
way back to the times of Cyrus the Great of ancient Persia, and has been going on
([ E— . with present-day horticulturists such as Freeman S. Howlett and Luther
Burbank. The practice of horticulture can be retraced for (12) ==eemmemx . The cultivation
of taro and yam in Papua New Guinea dates back (13) —--—-——-- at least 69506440
cal BP. The orgins of horticulture (14) =--eeceeaee i the transition of human
communities from nomadic hunter-gatherers to  sedentary  or  semi-sedentary
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horticultural communities, (15) —=—-—-—- a variety of crops on a small scale around
their dwellings or in specialized plots visited occasionally during migrations from one
area to the next.

11- 1)ever since 2) yet 3) that far 4} still
12- 1) many thousands years 2) many thousands of vears
3) years of many thousands 4) many vears of thousands
13- 1) from 2) for 3)in 4)to
14- 1) are laid 2) lay 3) lie 4) are lying
15 1) cultivating 2) cultivated 3) that cultivated 4) to cultivate

PART C: Reading Comprehension:

Directions: Read the following three passages and answer the questions by choosing the best
choice (1), (2), (3), or (4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet

PASSAGE 1

Lodoicea. commonly known as the sea coconut;eoce de mer, or double coconut, is
a monotypic genus in the palm family-The crown is a rather dense head of foliage with
leaves that are stiff, palmate up to 10 m in diameter and petioles of two to four metres
in length-The leaf is plicate at the base,eut'one third or more into segments 4-10 cm
broad with bifid end which are .often drooping-A triangular cleft develops at the
petiole base-The palm leaves form a huge funnel that intercepts particulate material,
especially pollen, which 1s flushed to the base of the trunk when it rains-The seeds
of lodoicea have been highly prized over the centunes; their rarity caused great
interest and high prices inteyal courts, and the tough outer seed coat has been used to
make bowls [such as for Sufi/Dervish beggar-alms kashkul bowls] and other
instruments-The history-of exploitation continues today. and the collection of nuts has
virtually stopped. all natural regeneration of populations with the exception of the
introduced population on Silhouette-This palm has been lost from the wild from three
Seychelles 1slands within 1ts former range-Habitat loss 15 one of the major threats to
the survival of remaining populations, there have been numerous fires on the islands of
Praslin and Curieuse, and only immature trees remain over large parts of these islands-
The species is grown as an ornamental tree im many areas in the tropics, and subsidiary
populations have been established on Mahé and Silhouette Islands in the Seychelles to
help conserve the species-The fruit is uwsed in Ayurvedic medicine and also in
traditional Chinese medicine-In food, it is typically found as flavor enhancers for
soups in southern Chinese cuisine, namely cuisine around the Canton country,

16- It is mentioned in the passage that -————-— e
1) the soft inner seed coat of lodoicea can be used as cattle feed
2) lodoicea does not have medicinal applications only in China
3) seeds of lodoicea did not use to be of high value in the past
4) fires in China are put out with powder made from lodoicea
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17-

18-

19-

20-

21-

The passage states that -———-—-—- ;

1) palms are commercially grown in parts of Seychelles islands
2) sea coconut 15 a common flavour enhancer in parts of Europe
3) the head of most plant foliage can be up to 10 m in diameter
4) kashkul bowls were once made out of lodoicea seed coat
The passage points to the fact that ———---———

1) the sea coconut is a rare tropical species crf coco de mer

2) Mahe 1s the natural habitat of endangered plant species

3) the lodoicea trunk base may sometimes contain “pollen”

4) triangular clefts are developed at the base lateral petioles

The passage does NOT does not deal with the -=—=--—m==u= of / to lodoicea-

1) “fruit’ 2) ‘uses’ 3) “threats’ 4) ‘leaves’
The word *plicate’ in the passage (underlined) is closest to ----———------—-

1} “folded’ 2) “thin’ 3) “straight’ 4) thlck
PASSAGE 2

In agriculture and gardening, seed saving (sometimes known as brown bagging) is the
practice of saving seeds or other reproductive material (e g-tubers)
from vegetables, grain, herbs, and flowers for wsé from vear to vyear for annuals
andnuts, tree  fruts, and bermes forA perenmals and  trees-This 15
the traditional way farms and gardens were. maintained for the last 12,000 years-In
recent decades, begimning in the latter part.of the 20th century, there has been a major
shift to purchasing seed annuallys frem commercial seed suppliers-Much of
the grassroots seed-saving activity teday is the work of home gardeners-To be
successful at seed saving, new skills need to be developed to ensure that desired
characteristics are retained 1 the landraces of the plant vanety-Important
considerations are the separation distance needed from plants of the same species to
ensure that cross-pollination with another variety does not occur. and the minimum
number of plants to‘be grown which will preserve inherent genetic diversity-It 1s also
necessary to recognize the preferred characteristics of the cultivar being grown so that
plants that are not breeding true are selected against, and to understand the breeding of
improvements to the cultivar-Diseases that are seed-borme must be recognized so that
thev can be eliminated-Seed storage methods must be good enough to maintain
viability of the seed-Germination requirements must be known so that periodic tests
can be made-Care must be taken, as training materials regarding seed production,
cleaning, storage, and maintenance often focus on making landraces more umform,
distinct and stable (usually for commercial application) which can result in the loss of
valuable adaptive traits unique to local varieties-

It is stated in the passage that —--——-—

1) cross-pollination should at best be awlded in seed saving
2) breeding of improvements is not practiced in seed saving
3) seed saving is an effective type of annual brown bagging
4) plants that are not breeding true do not usually survive
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23-

24-

The passage mentions that --———--—--—- ’

1) desired characteristics are hardly retained in native plant varieties

2) seed production should focus on developing uniform landraces

3) methods of purchasing seed have stayed essentially the same

4} seed saving has been practiced for gardens for 12,000 years

The passage points to the fact that ——---—-—-- ---

1) grassroots seed-saving activity today is h-:awly commercialised

2) there 15 always danger seed-borne diseases in brown bagging

3) tubers may be classified as both annuals and perennials

4) adaptive traits hurt qualities umque to local varieties

According to the passage, to maintain genetic diversity in brown bagging ------—e—=-m-- ;
1) genetic modification may be necessary

2) cultivars need annual cross-pollination

3) an adequate number of plants are needed

4) cultivars should be planted across each other

The word “viability’ in the passage (underlined) is best defined here as ‘able to ———---,

L)

1) absorb nutrients 2) resist diseases
3) pollinate 4) Germinate
PASSAGE 3

A seed bank stores seeds as a source for planting in case seed reserves elsewhere are
destroyed-It 15 a type of gene bank-The seeds stored may be food crops, or those of
rare species to protect biodiversity=The reasons for storing seeds may be varied-In the
case of food crops, many useful plants that were developed over centuries are now no
longer used for commercial agricultural production and are becoming rare-Storing
seeds also guards against catastrophic events like natural disasters, outbreaks of
disease. or war-Unlike seed-libraries or seed swaps that encourage frequent rense and
sharing of seeds, seed banks are not typically open to the public-Seed banks face a
number of challenges as regards their management and maintenance-Stored specimens
have to be regulagly replanted when they begin to lose viability-Only a limited part of
the world's biodiversity is stored-It is difficult or impossible to store recalcitrant seeds-
Seed banks carry a cataloguing and data management burden-The seed banks must
document the plant's identity, sampling location, seed quantity, and viability state-
Other information, such as farming systems in which the crops were grown, or
rotations they formed. should also be available to future farmers-Facilities are
expensive for Third World countries which contain the most biodiversity-Many of the
same issues apply to seed banks as with fallout shelters-With regard to its use as an
insurance policy against cataclysmic events, it's highly questionable whether a seed
bank would be at all usable in staving off starvation and societal collapse in almost any
conceivable situation-Power would have to be sustained after a cataclysmic event in
order to keep the seeds at -18 Celsius, which would be very difficult in an apocalyptic
scenario unless linked to an automated power plant.
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27-

28-

30-

The passage points to the fact that —-—-—- -

1) seed banks operate at sub-freezing temperatures

2) seed libraries are not used for frequent reuse of seeds
3) seed bank are of a great use in case of severe floods
4} the world's biodiversity 1s stored in seed banks today
According to the passage, ---———-——- .

1) food crops are now mostly becoming rare

2) fallout shelters are used for seed swaps as well

3) seed swaps are normally open to the public

4) stored seeds do not have to be regularly replanted

It is stated in the passage that ——--———-—- .

1) there may be no rotations in a farming system

2) seeds banks do not typically apply to food crops

3) data management for seed banks is relatively simple
4) seed banks can protect seeds against natural disasters
We can conclude from the passage that ---————-——

1) there is more biodiversity in the Third World {han in developed countries

2) the plant's identity in a seed bank depends on its speeial sampling location

3) seed swaps face very few challenges as regards their proper maintenance

4) seed bank stores seeds as a source for planting incase gene banks failed

The word *recalcitrant’ in the passage (underlined) refers literally to something that

does not —=-=--nmmemmmme,
I} ‘resist’ 2} ‘gl")“-" 3} ‘Ubﬁ‘:f,

4) ‘adapt’
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