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PART C: Reading Comprehension:

Dircctfions: Read the following five passages and answer the questions by choosing the best
choice (1), (2}, (3), or {4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

PASSAGE 1:

Taken together, income, occupation, and education are good measures of people's social
standing. Using a layered model of stratification, most sociologists describe the class
system in the United States as divided into several classes: upper. upper middle. middle.
lower middle, and lower class. The different classes are arraved along a continuum with
those with the most money. education. and prestige at the top and those with the least at
the bottom.

In the United States, the upper class owns the major share of corporate and personal
wealth: it includes those who have held wealth for generations as well as those who have
recently become rich. Only a very small proportion of people actually constitute the
upper class, but they control vast amounts of wealth and power in the United States.
Those in this class exercise enormous control throughout societv. Some wealthy
individuals can wield as much power as entire nations.

Despite social myths to the contrary. the best predictor of future wealth is the family
into which vou are born. Each year, the business magazine Forbes publishes a list of the
400 wealthiest families and individuals in the country. Of all the wealth represented on
the Forbes 400 list, most is inherited, although since the 1990s, there has been some
increase in the number of people on the Hst with self-created wealth. Those in the upper
class with newly acquired wealth are known as the nouveau riche. Luxury vehicles,
high-priced real estate, and exclusive vacations may mark the lifestyle of the newly rich.
However, although they may have vast amounts of money, they are often not accepted
into "old rich" circles.

The upper middle class includes those with high incomes and high social prestige.
They tend to be well-educated professionals or business executives. Their carnings can
be quite high indeed— successful business executives can earn millions of dollars a
year. It is difficult to estimate exactly how many people fall into this group because of
the difficulty of drawing lines between the upper, upper middle, and middle classes.
Indeed. the upper middle class is often thought of as middle class because their lifestyle
sets the standard to which many aspire, but this lifestyle is actually unattainable by most.

1-  All of the following are indicators of prestige in the United States EXCEPT ——----——- .
1) the type of employment that someone pursues
2) the level of education that a person has received
3) the amount of money that an individual has acquired
4) the hard work that a person does on a consistent basis
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Which of the following sentences best expresses the information in the underlined

statement in paragraph 37

1) You can achieve great future wealth in spite of the family in which vou may have
been born.

2) Although it is not generally accepted, vour family provides the best prediction of your
future wealth.

3) Social myths are contrary to the facts about the tuture wealth and social status of your
family.

4) It is not true that yvour family will restrict the acquisition of vour future wealth and
level of social status.

What does the word “they™ in paragraph 3 refer to?

1) vehicles 2) lifestyles

3) the newly rich 4) exclusive vacations

The passage states that business and professional people with educational advantages are

most often members of the -=------eeee--- %

1) upper class 2) nouveau riche

3) lower middle class 4) upper middle class

The word “aspire™ in paragraph 4 is closest in meaning to -——------—-- ’
1) desire 2) refer

3) belong 4) respond

Why does the author mention the “Forbes 400" in paragraph 37

1) To explain the meaning of the listing that appears every year

2) To support the statement that most wealthy peoplc inherit their money

3) To cast doubt on the claim that family incoine predicts individual wealth

4) To give examples of successful people who hiave modest family connections

PASSAGE 2:

One of the most frequently asked guestions in public opinion polls and consumer
surveys is the age question, However, despite its wide usage, there is a dearth of
methodological research on how to best ask this question. Although a few studies have
investigated the accuracy of answers to an age question (e.g.. Weaver and Swanson
1974, Perry and Crossley 1950, Myers 1954), with a few exceptions (e.g., Kerin and
Peterson 1978) the question of how to best ask age so as to obtain the most accurate data
has not been empirically addressed. In a classic book on question construction. Payne
(1950} implied that asking the age question in two different ways—"How old are vou?"
or "What 15 the date of your birth?"— would result in different and possibly inconsistent
answers. Unfortunately. he provided no data to support this contention. Similarly, Parten
(1950) merely suggested ways in which the age question could be posed, such as open-
end or closed-end.

Because the manner in which an age question is asked may influence if it will be
answered as well as how it will be answered. the purpose of this research note is to report
an experiment conducted to evaluate the results of asking age using different question
formats. Since validating criterion age data were available, it was possible to compare
the self-report of a study participant’s age with his or her actual age, thus permitting
evaluation of the four gquestion formats with respect to the accuracy of the respective
age data obtained.
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12-

What is the writer's purpose in this passage?

1) To tell the reader how to best ask the age question

2) To compare different question formats commonly used in surveys

3) To highlight the lack of empirical research into the age question

4) To explain why answers to the age question are often inaccurate

What does the word “its” in paragraph 1 refer to?

1) poll 2) age 3) survey 4) question
According to the passage, Payne (1950) -=---===cceueev,

1) wrote a book about how to make questions

2) believed the age question should be asked indirectly

3) obtained the most accurate age data in his study

4) was a supporter of asking the age question in surveys

The word “contention™ in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to —----———-- .
1) result 2) opinion 3) document 4y difference
Why does the writer refers to Parten (1950) in paragraph 1?

1) To support an idea stated earlier in the passage

2) To introduce two different question formats

3) To state that Parten and Pavne were research partners

4) To raise a question which will be answered in paragraph 2

With which of the following statements does the writer most probably agree?
1) The age question cannot be asked in different ways.

2) Researchers have paid too much attention to the age question.

3) How the age question is asked affects how people respond to it.

4) The age question should be eliminated from surveys and polls.

PASSAGE 3:

Some people have drawn the conclusion from Bowlby's work that children should not
be subjected to day care before the dge of three because of the parental separation it
entails, and many people do belicve this. But there are also arguments against such a
strong conclusion. It has been argued that an infant under three who is cared for outside
the home may suffer becaus¢ of the separation from his parents. The British
psychoanalyst John Bowlby maintains that separation from the parents during the
sensitive 'attachment' period from birth to three may scar a child's personality and
predispose to emotional problems in later life

Bowlby's analysis raises the possibility that early day care has delaved effects. The
possibility that such care might lead to, say, more mental illness or crime 15 or 20 years
later can only be explored by the use of statistics, Statistical studies of this kind have not
vet been carried out, and even if they were, the results would be certain to be complicated
and controversial, Secondly, common sense tells us that day care would not be so
widespread today if parents, caretakers or paediatricians found that children had
problems with it. But tests that have had to be used to measure this development are not
widely enough accepted to settle the issue. Thirdly. in the last decade. there have been
a number of careful American studies of children in day care. and they have uniformly
reported that day care had a neutral or slightly positive effect on children's development.

But whatever the long-term effects. parents sometimes find the immediate effects
difficult to deal with. At the age ol three or three and a half almost all children find the
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transition to nursery easy, and this is undoubtedly why more and more parents make use
of child care at this time. Children under three are likely to protest at leaving their parents
and show unhappiness.

Which of the following questions is NOT answered by the passage?

1) Why is day care favored by parents nowadays?

2) At what age should children be sent to nursery?

3) Is there any research into the positive effects ol day care?

4) How do children under three react against leaving their parents?

What does the word “it” in paragraph 1 refer to?

1) age 2) conclusion 3) day care 4) Bowlby's work

According to the passage, Bowlby argued that -———--—-—-- -,

1) parents who rear their children alone may scar their personality

2) children need to spend the attachment period with their parents

3) children as young as two can learn to deal with the separation from parenis

4) if children were not sent to day care centers, they wouldn’t suffer emotional problem
in adulthood

What is the writer’s purpose in paragraph 27

1) To support Bowlby s analysis with available evidence

2) To discuss two contrasting views on the best age to go to school

3) To challenge Bowlby’s view on the effects of early day care

4) To discuss implications of Bowlby’s work for parents with young children

The word “uniformly™ in paragraph 2 is closest in meaning to -----—----- -,

1) strongly 2) continually 3) randomly 4) similarly

Which of the following best describes the writer’s attitude toward early day care?

1) The matter is far from clear-cut.

2) Early care is absolutely reasonable for infants.

3) Early day care negatively affects child-parent relationship.

4) No experience or evidence supports the usefulness of early care for children.

PASSAGE 4:

Manic depression is another psychiatric illness that mainly affects mood. A patient
suffering from this disease will alternate between periods of manic excitement and
extreme depression, with or without relatively normal periods in between. The changes
in mood suffered by a manic-depressive patient go far beyond the day-to-day mood
changes experienced by the general population. In the period of manic excitement, the
mood elevation can become so intense that it can result in extended insomnia. extreme
irritability. and heightened aggressiveness. In the period of depression. which may last
for several weeks or months, a patient experiences feelings of general fatigue,
uselessness. and hopelessness and. in serious cases, may contemplate suicide.

What does the paragraph preceding the passage most probably discuss?
1) How moods are determined

2) Another type of mental disease

3) When manic depression develops

4) How manic depression can result in suicide
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The word “it” in line 6 refers to ———----- -—

1) insomnia 2) period

3) the mood elevation 4) heightened aggressiveness

According to the passage, a manic- depressive patient in a depression phase ==--=--c—e—eenx #
1) would be feeling listless 2) may act relatively normal

3) 1s less likely to commit suicide 4) would be feeling highly emotional

The passage indicates that most people ———-——-—-— -

1) become highly depressed

2) never undergo mood changes

3) switch wildly from highs to lows

4) experience occasional shifts in mood

The passage implies that ——-----——-- -

1) only manic-depressive patients experience aggression

2) suicide is inevitable in cases of manic depression

3) changes from excitement to depression occur frequently and often

4) the depressive phase ol manic depression can be more harmful than the manic phase

The word “contemplate” in the last line is closest in meaning to ——---c==an- mes,
1) perform 2) consider 3) expect 4) mention
PASSAGE 5:

Holmes and Rahe developed the Social Readjustment Rating Scale (SRRS) to measure
life change as a form of stress. [A] The scale assigns numerical values to 43 major life
events that are supposed to reflect the magnitude of the readjustment required by each
change. In responding to the scale. respondenis are asked to indicate how often they
experienced any of these 43 events during a certain time period (typically. the past year).
The person then adds up the numbers associated with each event checked.

[B] The SRRS and similar scales have been used in thousands of studies by
researchers all over the world. [C] Overall. these studies have shown that people with
higher scores on the SRRS tend to be more vulnerable to many kinds of physical
illness—and many types of psychological problems as well. [D] More recently,
however. experts have criticized this research, citing problems with the methods used
and raising questions about the meaning of the findings.

First, the assumption that the SRRS measures change exclusively has been shown to
be inaccurate. We now have ample evidence that the desirability of events affects
adaptational outcomes more than the amount of change that they require. Thus, it seems
prudent to view the SRRS as a measure of diverse forms of stress. rather than as a
measure of change-related stress. Second, the SRRS fails to take into account
differences among people in their subjective perception of how stressful an event is. For
instance, while divorce may deserve a stress value of 73 lor most people, a particular
person’s divorce might generate much less stress and merit a value of only 25, Third,
many of the events listed on the SRRS and similar scales are highly ambiguous. leading
people to be inconsistent as to which events they report experiencing. For instance, what
qualifies as "trouble with the boss"? Should you check that because vou're sick and tired
of vour supervisor? What constitutes a "change in living conditions"? Does your
purchase ol a great new sound system qualifv? As you can see the SRRS includes many
"events" that are described inadequately. producing considerable ambiguity about the
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meaning of one’'s response. Problems in recalling events over a period of a vear also
lead to inconsistent responding on stress scales, thus lowering their reliability.

Based on the information in paragraphs 1 and 2, what can be inferred about a person with
a score of 30 on the SRRS?

1) This person has a greater possibility to be ill than a person with a 20 score.

2} A person with a higher score will experience less stress than this person will.

3) It is likely that this person has not suffered any major problems in the past year.

4) The amount of positive change is greater than that of a person with a score of 40.
Where in the passage would the following sentence best fit?

“This sum is an index of the amount of change-related stress the person has recently
experienced.”

1) [A] 2) |B] 3) [C] 4) [D]
What does the word “they™ in paragraph 3 refer to?

1) events 2) changes 3) amounts 4) outcomes
The word “diverse” in paragraph 3 is closest in meaning to -----——--—-—- ;

1) steady 2) limited 3) necessary 4) difterent

The author uses divorce as an example to show --—————--— i

1) the numerical value for a stressful event on the SRRS

2) the subjective importance of a situation listed on the scale

3) how most people respond to high stress situations in their lives

4) the serious nature of a situation that is listed as a stresstul event

How does the author demonstrate that the response eveuts on the SRRS are not consistent?
1) By giving examples of responses that are confusing

2) By comparing several ways to score the siress scales

3) By asking questions that could be answered in more than one way

4) By suggesting that people do not respond carefully
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