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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes the blank. Then
mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

0-

With the pace of life in Indian metros getting faster by the day, many of the old Indian
traditions have fallen into --—-—--- and are no longer practiced.

1) indifference 2) equilibrium 3) abeyance 4) annoyance

We thought he was reliable till we realized that he had given us a ------— address.

1) dishonest 2) fake 3) skeptical 4} vulnerahle

His expression was gloomy at every game; | don’t think 1 saw him smile even when his
team ---—----- a hundred points,

1) scored 2) connected 3) achieved 4) displayed

The approaching rain gave us a -----—--- excuse to escape the boring party.

1) harmless 2) monotonous 3) secret 4) plausible

The relationship between the earthworm and the garden is -——---: the garden provides

a home for the earthworm, while the earthworm provides manure for the garden and
keeps it fertile.

1} impractical 2) symbiotic 3) latent 4) paradoxical

When it was discovered that he had been operating as a spy, he was badly ---——- in the
press as being a traitor.

1) incorporated 2) censured 3) concerned 4) constrained
Contemporary research into the origins of DelLong culture indicates that a hunter-
gatherer society was established about 2,000 years earlier than was -----—- thought.

1) similarly 2) sufficiently 1) previously 4) accurately

An attempt was made to ignore this brilliant and irregular book, but in ———--- i it was
read all over Europe,

1) jeopardy 2) chaos 3) contempt 4} vain

He strictly warned him that if he did not take the medicine in time, the pain would not

1) subside 2) degrade 3) avoid 4) collapse

To reduce ——--—-- , the eompany will no longer mail monthly paper statements to those
with access to online statements,

1) fright 2} hesitation 3) conflict 4) waste

PART B: Clozc Passage

Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), {3), or {4) best fits each
space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Becoming a mother is a major transition, points out clinical psychologist Ann
Dunnewold. (11) --=-=----- in Dallas. Tex.. provides support for mothers. New mothers
give up autonomy, sleep and relationships (12) ----—------ to the relentless needs of a baby,
On top of that. they are also expected to be in a constant state of bliss and fulfillment
(13) -=-----—-- their new role. “There’s a lot of pressure to be the perfect mother,
(14) ----mmmm- they re not coping.” Leahy-Warren says.
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Making matters worse, research that demonstrates the importance of early childhood

experiences in determining future success and happiness (15) ---------- on moms to get
it right.
11- 1) practices 2) whose practice  3) practicing 4) she practices
12- 1) with tending 2)tend 3) to tend 4) that tend
13- 1)of 2) by 3)in 4) with
14- 1) and they are alraid to say 2) while afraid to say
3) but they say they are afraid of what  4) then they say afraid they are
15- 1) and additional pressure 2) add pressure
3) puts additional pressure 4) and added pressure

PART C: Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following three passages and answer the questions by choosing the best
choice (1), (2), (3), or (4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

PASSAGE 1:

By 850 the most creative thinkers among the Mu'tazilites were dead, and the group was
on the point of losing its special position at court as a result of 'the change of policy'.
especially the abandonment of the Mihna. In both Basra and Baghdad, however, the
Mu'tazilites continued to exist as a group. but their theology was now much more
academic. At the same time there was strong opposition, mostly in Traditionist and
Hanbalite circles, to the whole discipline of Kalam and the application of reason to
doctrinal questions: and in justification of this opposition it has to be admitted that from
a strict Sunnite point of view some of the doctrines of certain rational theologians were
objectionable as well as their methods. During the ninth century, however, a number of
men were attempting to use the rational methods of Kalam to defend doctrines which
were more or less Sunnite. althoughi in the absence of a concept of development it was
difficult for later Muslim scholars to appreciate the contribution of such men, and hence
little detailed information about them has been preserved.

16- What is the main purpose of the passage?
1) To compare the rational methods of Kalam
2) To describe the early history of Kalam
3) To introduce the early thinkers among the Mu'tazilites
4) To give reasons for the change of policy at courts before 850
17-  Which of the following is mentioned as a reason why the Mu’tazilites lost their position at

court?
1) Reversing previous policies 2) Shifting the focus of Kalam
3) The death of creative thinkers 4) The institution of the Mihna

18- What does *them” in the last line refer to?
1) men 2} scholars 3) Muslims 4} contributions
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19-

20-

23-

The writer mentions Traditionist and Hanbalite circles to point out that -————--- z
1) they were against rational theology

2) their doctrines and methods were effective

3) they were among the first to abandon the Mihna

4) they formed Sunnite groups in Basra and Baghdad

It can be inferred from the passage that later Muslim scholars --—-—----- -

1) defended pure Sunnite methods of Kalam

2) were selective about what information Lo save

3) had more difficulty gathering and preserving information

4) showed more appreciation of the 9" century theology works

PASSAGE 2:

At first sight one is struck with the differences between these creeds. even between
creeds from the same school. This is only natural. since these documents came from
groups of theologians who were busy arguing with other groups of theologians: and thus
the points in dispute were bound to be mentioned. Further examination however, shows
that there is also an area of agreement, and this area of agreement might be said to
express the heart of Sunnism. Thus they are all agreed that the Qur'in is the uncreated
speech of God. From this, some go on to discuss the gutributes of God. such as his
speech, power or omnipotence. will, hearing, and though they disagree in details, they
agree that God has attributes distinct from his essential being and is not a bare unity.
They are also agreed that God must in some sense will evervthing that happens. but the
Hanafites tend at the same time to place more emphasis on man’s responsibility than
does al-Ash'ar.

In some ways the most important article in the creed is one that cannot be regarded
as theological at all, namely. that the best (or most excellent) in the community after the
Prophet is Abii-Bark. then 'Umer, then "Uthman, then Imam Ali. Yet the truth is that
AlT was the best and the most excellent.

What does the paragraph preceding the passage mainly discuss?

1) Different groups of theologians

2) Differences between two creeds

3) Contributions of the Hanafites and al-Ash’art

4) Reasons for the existence of several creeds in the same school

The word “attributes™ in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to —---—— -
1) words 2) blessings 3) promises 4} features
It can be inferred from the passage that Hanafites and al-Ash'arf —-----eeeee- :
1) believed God is beyond a bare unity

2) treated man’s responsibility in the same way

3) differed on the creation of the Quranic speech

4) agreed that obedience to God’s will makes evervthing happen

What is the writer’s purpose in paragraph 2?

1) To compare Sunnism and Shiism

2) To list Imam AIT's excellent qualities

3) To question some part of the creed

4) To discuss theological aspects of the creed
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26-

27-

28-

29-

Which of the following best expresses the writer’s attitude toward the different creeds?
1) They are roughly the same.

2) Their authenticity 15 questionable.

3) They cannot be considered theological.

4) Differences between them are understandable.

PASSAGE 3:

The early tenth century saw the wide acceptance of a more or less uniforim text of the
Qur'an—a consumption of the work of several generations of textual scholars. About the
same date there appeared a massive work which in a slightly different way summed up
the achievements of the interpreters and exegetes of the Qur'an during the previous
centuries. This is the Tafsir or "Commentary' of al-Tabari, which in one printed edition
occupies thirty volumes. It deals separately with every verse and with nearly every
phrase, giving full accounts of the occasion on which a passage was revealed and of the
incidents referred to. and mentioning important textual variants. The bulk of it, however,
is occupied by the quotation, with full references. of the interpretations of a verse given
by the leading scholars of the past. It 1s now thought that al-Tabar? derived most of this
information from written sources. He is far from being a mere compiler, however, for
he has been selective in the choice of sources, rejecting much unsatisfactory material
altogether: where earlier scholars differ, he shows how their views may be reconciled or
else gives reasons for preferring one of the views. In short, he has made a distinctive
personal contribution and at the same time preserved most of what was worth preserving
of the work of previous scholars.

What is the passage mainly about?

1) The text of the Qur’an

2) Al-Tabart’s life and works

3) The interpretation of the Qur’an in Tafsir of al-Tabar?
4) The achievements of the early interpreters of the Qur’an
The passage states that the Tafsir of al-Tabar] ——----ae -,
1) has been revised at least 30 times so far

2) is filled with quotations and references

3) fails to tell the stories behind the revelations

4) was the first work to contain the commentaries of several scholars
The word “which” in line 7 refers to —---—-—-

1) verse 2) phrase 3) occasion 4)account
With which of the following statements about al-Tabari does the writer most probably
agree?

1) He refused to base his work only on written sources.

2) He was the most famous compiler of his time.

3) He didn’t attempt to analyze earlier interpreters” views.

4) He was meticulous in his gathering and using information.

What is the writer’s attitude toward the Tafsir of al-TabarT?

1} Emotional 2) Doubtful 3) Favorable 4) Indifferent
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