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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes the blank. Then
mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

0-

With the pace of life in Indian metros getting faster by the day, many of the old Indian
traditions have fallen into --—-—--- and are no longer practiced.

1) indifference 2) equilibrium 3) abeyance 4) annoyance

We thought he was reliable till we realized that he had given us a ------— address.

1) dishonest 2) fake 3) skeptical 4} vulnerahle

His expression was gloomy at every game; | don’t think 1 saw him smile even when his
team ---—----- a hundred points,

1) scored 2) connected 3) achieved 4) displayed

The approaching rain gave us a -----—--- excuse to escape the boring party.

1) harmless 2) monotonous 3) secret 4) plausible

The relationship between the earthworm and the garden is -———-- : the garden provides

a home for the earthworm, while the earthworm provides manure for the garden and
keeps it fertile.

1} impractical 2) symbiotic 3) latent 4) paradoxical

When it was discovered that he had been operating as a spy, he was badly ------ —= in the
press as being a traitor.

1) incorporated 2) censured 3) concerned 4) constrained
Contemporary research into the origins of DelLong culture indicates that a hunter-
gatherer society was established about 2,000 years earlier than was -----—- thought.

1) similarly 2) sufficiently 3) previously 4) accurately

An attempt was made to ignore this brilliant and irregular book, but in ———--- i it was
read all over Europe,

1) jeopardy 2) chaos 3) contempt 4} vain

He strictly warned him that if he did not take the medicine in time, the pain would not
1) subside 2) degrade 3) avoid 4) collapse

To reduce ——--—-- , the company will no longer mail monthly paper statements to those
with access to online statements,

1) fright 2} hesitation 3) conflict 4) waste

PART B: Clozc Passage

Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), {3), or {4) best fits each
space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Becoming a mother is a major transition, points out clinical psychologist Ann
Dunnewold. (11) -=-------- in Dallas, Tex.. provides support for mothers. New mothers
give up autonomy, sleep and relationships (12) ----—------ to the relentless needs of a baby,
On top of that. they are also expected to be in a constant state of bliss and fulfillment
(13) ==mmmmeee their new role, “There’s a lot of pressure to be the perfect mother, (14) ---
——————— they re not coping.” Leahy-Warren says.
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Making matters worse, research that demonstrates the importance of early childhood
experiences in determining future success and happiness (15) ---------- on moms to get
it right.

11- 1) practices 2) whose practice  3) practicing 4) she practices

12- 1) with tending 2)tend 3) to tend 4) that tend

13- 1)of 2) by 3)in 4) with

14- 1) and they are alraid to say 2) while afraid to say
3) but they say they are afraid of what  4) then they say afraid they are

15- 1) and additional pressure 2) add pressure
3) puts additional pressure 4) and added pressure

PART C: Reading Comprehension:

Directions: Read the following three passages and answer the questions by choosing the best
choice (1), (2), (3), or (4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

PASSAGE 1:

In the 4th/10th century certain conditions again prevailed which aided greatly the spread
and strengthening of Shi'ism. Among them were the weaknesses that appeared in the
central Abbasid government and administration and the appearance of the Buyid rulers.
The Buyids. who were Shi'ite, had the greatest influence not only in the provinces of
Persia but also in the capital of the caliphate in Baghdad, and even upon the caliph
himself. This new strength of considerable proportions enabled the Shi'ites to stand up
before their opponents who previously had tried to crush them by relying upon the power
of the caliphate. It also made it possible for the Shi'ites to propagate their religious views
openly.

As recorded by historians, during this century most of the Arabian Peninsula was
Shi'ite with the exception of some of the big cities. Even some of the major cities like
Hajar, Uman. and Sa'dah were Shi'ite. In Basra, which had always been a Sunni city and
competed with Kufa which was considered a Shi'ite center, there appeared a notable
group of Shi'ites. Also in Tripoli, Nablus, Tiberias, Aleppo, Nayshapur, and Herat there
were many Shi'ites, while Ahwaz and the coast of the Persian Gulf on the Persian side
was also Shi'ite.

16- What is the passage mainly about?
1) The early Shiites
2) Shi’ism in the 4th/10™ century
3) The appearance of the Buyid rulers
4) Major Shi’ite centers in the 4th/10™ century
17- According to the passage, the Buyid rulers --—------ ;
1) stood up before the Abbasid caliphs
2) were against Shi’ism before becoming Shi'ites
3) fought against the Abbasid caliphs in Persia
4) plaved a key role in the spread of Shi’ism outside Baghdad
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18-

19-

21-

22-

The word “them™ in paragraph 1 refers to --————-- :

1) opponents 2) strengths 3) the Shi’ites 4) proportions

According to the passage, all of the following are the results of the spread of Shi'ism
EXCEPT —---e-.

1) the capital of the caliphate was relocated

2) the Shi’ite beliefs were spread quickly

3) the caliph forced his opponents to surrender

4) the Shi’ites protected themselves against enemies
Why does the writer name some citics in paragraph 27
1) To give examples of cities that became Shi’ite

2} To name the major cities of the Arabian Peninsula
3) To highlight the influence of Shi'ism in Persia

4) To express the attitude of historians toward Shi’ism

PASSAGE 2:

From the very beginning asceticism—the attempt to attain a certain moral perfection
through strenuous efforts of self-discipline— had had a strong attraction for Muslims.
The most distinguished ascetic during the first Islamic century was al-Hasan al-Basri,
but there were many others. Towards the middle of the ninth century there developed
out of the ascetic movement an interest in mysticism proper. that is, in experiences
which might be described as ecstasy. union with God. 'passing away [fana’] into God',
and the like. Al-Muhasibi (d. 8s7), who is primarily an ascetic who laid emphasis on self-
examination, had had profound experiences of the love of God and could speak of him
as 'the Beloved'. A little later Abu-Yazid al-Bistami (d. 8:s), who possibly knew
something of Indian mysticism. was so carried away by his ecstatic experiences that he
burst into 'intoxicated’ ufterances (identitfying himself with God) such as 'Glory be to
Me! How great is my Majesty!" Another 'drunkard' was al-Hallaj (d. 922). who said 'l
am the Truth' (or 'the ultimate Reality'); it has been vigorously maintained that this can
be given a 'sober’ meaning, though the first impression is that it is tantamount to saying
'l am God'. Al-Hallaj travelled widely and had great success as a popular preacher, so
that some of the authorities were alarmed and had him arrested and tried. The charge
was apparently zandaga in the sense of 'false belief prejudicial to the state’, and he was
eventually condemned and executed by crucifixion.

What does the passage mainly discuss?

1) The roots of asceticism

2) The early schools of mystics in Baghdad

3) The interest of Muslims in asceticism and mysticism

4) The effects of mysticism on the spread of Islam

According to the passage, Al - Muhdsibi -—------ mes,

1) didn’t emphasize the love of God

2) was in favor of self-examination

3) didn’t have ecstatic experiences

4) was the first person to introduce mysticism proper

The expression “tantamount to” in line 15 is closest in meaning to —-----—-,
1) equal to 2) critical of 3) symbolic of 4) filled with
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24-

26-

28-

30-

Which of the following statements about al- Bastimi is true?

1) He lived before Al-Muhasasibi.

2) Most of his utterances were meaningless.

3) He influenced Indian mysticism to a large extent.

4) His ecstatic experiences were similar to those of Al-Hallaj.
According to the passage, Al-Halldj was arrested because he ——---meem,
1) claimed to be God 2) failed to preach mysticism
3) condemned the authorities 4) was a threat to authorities

PASSAGE 3:

It is of interest to consider why there was this outburst of mysticism in the ninth century.
One possible reason is the deterioration of the quality of political life at the centre with
the coming of the Turkish troops. It might be thought that, because men were no longer
able to engage meaningfully in political activity. they turned to the cultivation of the
imner life. [t seems more likely, however. that this was a reaction to the success of the
Islamic religious institution in controlling the whole of a Muslim's outward life, and
even much of his thinking. Religion. by offering the Prophet as an exemplar. controlled
the ordinary man's daily conduct; and religion, at least to all appearances, controlled the
highest political authority. Yet this very success meant that religion had become this-
worldly and had lost the aspect of transcendence. Al-Ma'mun's Inquisition had showed
that the ulema were subordinate to the politicians.

What does the paragraph preceding the passage most probably discuss?

1) Goals of mysticism 2) The spread of mysticism

3) Issues of interest in the ninth century 4) Political activities in the ninth century
The word “this™ in line 5 refers to -—-v----- 1

1) the outburst of mvsticism 2) the coming of the Turkish troops
3) engagement in political activity 4) search for a new meaning to life
Why does the author refer to the Turkish troops?

1) They were pioneers of mysticism.

2) They were meaningfully involved in political activity.

3) Their attack might have affected the outburst of mysticism.

4) Their activities were inspired by the Islamie religious institution.

The passage states that Al-Ma’min ——-----—,

1} was not in favor of politicians

2) protested against the ulema in Inguisition

3) placed emphasis on the role of the ulema

4) prevented religion from becoming this-worldly at courts

According to the passage, which aspect of religion is mysticism based on?

1) Inquisition 2) Transcendence

3) This-worldliness 4) Political authority
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