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PART A: Vocabulary

Dfn!crimrs: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes each

sentence. Then mark your answer sheet,

I- The living conditions of the tenants were certainly --—----- when the landlord finally
installed washing machines and dryers in the basement.
1) displayed 2) distinguished 3) illuminated 4) enhanced

2- The first few moments after the explosion were pure ——--—-—: no one was sure what had
happened, and the area was filled with people running and yelling.
1) reluctance 2) chaos 3) malady 4) prevention

3- Of the seven ancient “Wonders of the World,” only the pyvramids of Egypt are still
1) recollected 2) controversial 3) extant 4) innovated

4- The lawyer ------- -- the contract, searching for any detail that could pose a risk for her
client.
1) reinforced 2) blamed 3) rationalized 4) scrutinized

5- The news of the plane crash has not yet been -------— by independent sources.
1) verified 2) recognized 3) confronted 4) advocated

6- Mr. Peterson gave up the world of politics when he was still at the --—-- — of power,
which really surprised everyone.
1) zenith 2) cross-section 3) nadir 4) velocity

7- The committee members were won over to the project by the -—-——-- arguments of the
chairman.
1) wholehearted 2) respectable 3) cogent 4) stubborn

8- Although he committed the crime, because he was mentally ill he should not be
considered ---—-—-- for his actions.

1) imaginative 2) culpable 3) vindictive 4) illicit

9- With difficulty, I could —---—-- the shape of a whale off the starboard bow, but it was
too far away to determine its size or species,
1) resolve 2) interpret 3) magnify 4) discern

10- His strength and --—--- -- in the ring, and his ability to knock out the toughest of
fighters, won his fame and acceptance.
1) affectation 2) coercion 3) dexterity 4) impression

PART B: Cloze Passage

Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) best

fits each space. Then mark your answer sheet.

I'uel cells have been hailed as a savior of the environment. because they can turn hydrogen and
other fuels (11) ----—-- electricity cleanly and efficiently. But the technology has been
hindered by the high cost of the platinum catalysts (12) -—=------,

Hydrogen fuels cells, for example, work by pumping hydrogen gas past one electrode (the
anode), where (13) ---———- into its constituent electrons and protons. The electrons then flow
through the anode. (14) --------- electrical power. while the protons ditfuse through the cell.
Electrons and protons both end up at a second electrode (the cathode), (15) —---——-- they
recombine with oxygen from the atmosphere to form water.

11-1) for 2) and 3) into 4) with
12- 1) they require 2) are required 3) they are required 4) as is required
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13- 1) splitting it 2) its splitting 3) splitting 4) it is split
14- 1) providing 2) to provide 3) that provides 4) provide
15- 1) which 2) there 3) where 4) then

PART C: Reading Comprehension
Directions: Read the following three passages and answer the questions by

choosing the best choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) and then mark the correct choice
| on your answer sheet.

PASSAGE I:

Glaciers are melting. sea levels are rising. cloud forests are drying, and wildlife is scrambling
to keep pace. It is becoming clear that humans have caused most of the past century's warming
by releasing heat-trapping gases as we power our modern lives. Called greenhouse gases. their
levels are higher now than in the last 650.000 years. We call the result global warming, but it is
causing a set of changes to the Earth's climate, or long-term weather patterns. that varies from
place to place. As the Larth spins each day. the new heat swirls with it, picking up moisture
over the oceans. rising here, settling there. It is changing the rhythms of climate that all living
things have come to rely upon.

The average global temperature and concentrations of carbon dioxide (one of the major
greenhouse gases) have fluctuated on a cycle of hundreds of thousands of years as the Earth's
position relative to the sun has varied. As a result, ice ages have come and gone. However, for
thousands of years now, emissions ol GHGs to the atmosphere have been balanced out by
GHGs that are naturally absorbed. As a result, GHG concentrations and temperature have been
fairly stable. This stability has allowed human civilization to develop within a consistent
climate. Occasionally, other factors briefly influence global temperatures. Volcanic eruptions,
for example, emit particles that temporarily cool the Earth's surface. But these have no lasting
effect bevond a few years. Other cycles also work on fairly short and predictable cycles. Now.
humans have increased the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere by more than a third
since the industrial revolution. Changes this large have historically taken thousands of years,
but are now happening over the course of decades.

16- The best topic for the passage is
|} the causes of global warming
2) the consequences of volcanic activity
3) greenhouse gases
4) environmental issues
17-  Which of the following statements is NOT true according to the passage?
1) Climate change is happening far faster and is having much larger impacts.
2) Voleanic activity has increased greenhouse gases over millions of years.
3) The natural causes are still in play today, but their influence is too small to explain
the rapid warming.
4) Global warming is a problem of too much carbon dioxide in the atmosphere which
acts as a blanket. trapping heat and warming the planet.
18- The word “fluctuate” in line 10 means .
1) vary 2) convey 3) remain 4) produce
19-  According to the passage, greenhouse gasses
1) keep the Earth’s climate livable
2) came into existence as a result of human activities in the modern world
3) have changed weather conditions in certain places in the world
4) are gases in the Earth’s atmosphere that trap heat
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20- It can be understood from the passage that .
1) the most significant greenhouse gas is actually water vapor
2) industrial revolution marks the beginning of a serious environmental change
3) the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere has fluctuated recently
4) human activities briefly influences global warming

PASSAGE 2:

Sustainable agriculture takes many forms, but at its core is a rejection of the industrial
approach to food production developed during the 20th century. This system, with its reliance
on monoculture, mechanization, chemical pesticides and fertilizers. biotechnology. and
government subsidies. has made food abundant and affordable. However, the ecological and
social price has been steep: erosion: depleted soil and water resources; loss of biodiversity:
deforestation; labor abuses: and the decline of the family farm.

The concept of sustainable agriculture embraces a wide range of techniques. including
organic. free-range. low-input, holistic. and biodynamic. The common thread among these
methods is an embrace of farming practices that mimic natural ecological processes. Farmers
minimize tilling and water use: encourage healthy soil by planting fields with different crops
year after year and integrating croplands with livestock grazing; and avoid pesticide use by
nurturing the presence ol organisms that control crop-destroying pests.

Critics of sustainable agriculture claim. among other things. that its methods result in lower
crop yields and higher land use. They add that a wholesale commitment to its practices will
mean inevitable food shortages for a world population expected to exceed 8 billion by the year
2030, There is recent evidence, though. suggesting that over time, sustainably farmed lands can
be as productive as conventional industrial farms.

21- According to the passage, the philosophy of sustainability in agriculture —--——--—- A
1) aims to produce crops and raises animals by relying on toxic chemical pesticides
2) increases practices that contaminate soil. water. or other natural resources
3) supports the use of environmentally- friendly techniques for the production of food
4) remains economically non-viable by using techniques such as crop rotation and
cultivation
22-  According to the passage, opponents of sustainable agriculture argue that —-———- a
| } sustainably farmed lands are not productive
2) sustainable methods cannot make food abundant
3) sustainable agriculture may increase the problems of the world
4) the sustainable approach to food production is a threat to human health
23- The word *this system” in line 2 refers to

1) industrial approach 2) food production
3) core rejection 4) sustainable agriculture
24- The word “nurture” in paragraph 2 means .
1) deprive 2) revise 3) develop 4) grade
25-  Which of the following best describes the author’s attitude toward sustainable
agriculture?

| ) Skeptical 2) Neutral 3) Argumentative 4) Approving
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PASSAGE 3:

Every factor in an ecosystem depends on every other factor, either directly or indirectly. A
change in the temperature of an ecosystem will often affect what plants will grow there, lor
instance. Animals that depend on plants for food and shelter will have to adapt to the changes.
move to another ecosystem, or perish.

Ecosystems can be very large or very small. Tide pools. the ponds left by the ocean as the
tide goes out. are complete. tiny ecosystems. Tide pools contain seaweed. a kind of algae,
which uses photosynthesis to create food. Herbivores such as abalone eat the seaweed.
Carnivores such as sea stars eat other animals in the tide pool. such as clams or mussels. Tide
pools depend on the changing level of ocean water. Some organisms. such as seaweed. thrive
in an aguatic environment. when the tide is in and the pool is full. Other organisms. such as
hermit crabs, cannot live underwater and depend on the shallow pools left by low tides. In this
way. the biotic parts of the ecosystem depend on abiotic factors.

The whole surface of Earth is a series of connected ecosystems. Ecosyvstems are often
connected in a larger biome. Biomes are large sections of land, sea. or atmosphere, Forests.
ponds. reefs. and tundra are all types of biomes, for example. They are organized very
eenerally, based on the types of plants and animals that live in them. Within each forest. each
pond, each reef. or each section of tundra. you will find many different ecosystems.

26- All of the following are mentioned in the passage EXCEPT
1) natural habitats and their ecosystems are more and more endangered
2) all the parts work together to make a balanced ecosystem
3) ecosystems contain biotic as well as abiotic factors
4) ecosystems vary in size
27- The passage suggests that .
1} biodiversity affects the function of ecosystem
2) the animals and plants that live in the tide pool ecosystem have unique adaptations
which enable them to live
3) the arid climate and hot weather charactenize the biome
4) energy and carbon enter ecosystems through photosynthesis

28- The word “aquatic” in paragraph 2 is closest in meaning to -———-——--——- ‘

1) land biome  2) untouched land 3) contaminated water 4) water biome
29-  According to the passage, “abalone” is an example of a/an -

1) flesh eater 2) extinct biome 3) plant eater 4) tiny insect
30- It can be inferred from the passage that .

1) ecosystems have a lot of species diversities

2) there is always a direct relationship between factors in an ecosystem
3) parts of ecosystems are very resistant to changes in the temperature
4) some ecosystems tend to be totally independent of others
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