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PART A: Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following five passages and answer the questions by choosing the best
choice (1), (2), (3), or (4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

53-

PASSAGE 1:

In older theological language the word fikh did not have such a comprehensive meaning:
it was rather used in opposition to “ifm. While the latter denotes. beside the Kur’an and
its interpretation, the accurate knowledge of the legal decisions handed down from the
Prophet and his Companions. the term fikh is applied to the independent exercise of the
intelligence, the decision of legal points by one's own judgment in the absence or
ignorance of a traditional ruling bearing on the case in question. The result of such
independent consideration is ra’y, with which it is also sometimes used synonymously.
In this sense “ilmand fikh are regarded as distinct qualities of the theologian.

In the investigation of the “illat al-shar® and the resulting reduction of doubtful cases
to a rational point of view we find a specific principle given systematic validity, as in
the sale. which is the exchange of ownership.

When Islamic legal science came into being towards the end of the first century of
Islam, the door of Islamic civilization had been opened wide to these potential
transmitters. That the early jurists of Islam should consciously have adopted any
prineiple of foreign law is out of the question. The subject remains, in the words of
Goldziher, “one of the most attractive problems of this branch of Islamic studies.”

The word “latter™ as underlined in the second line refers to:

1) “ilm 2) fikh

3) a later time 4) theological language

According to the passage:

1) fikh and ‘ilm were considered to be almost the same.

2) *ilm and fikh were regarded as the same qualities of the theologian

3) fikh was an independent exercise of the intelligence resulting in ra’y

4) fikh denotes the accurate knowledge of the legal decisions handed down from
the Prophet and his Companions.

‘IHat al-shar® as underlined in the first line of the second paragraph is closest in meaning

to:

1) givas 2} istthsan

3) the holy Qur'an 4) The motive of law
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It can be understood from the last paragraph that:

1) The early jurists of Islam have consciously adopted some principles of foreign law.

2) Islamic legal science came into being at the beginning of the second century of
Islam

3) it is absolutely unacceptable that the early jurists of Islam have consciously adopted
any principle of foreign law

4)these potential transmitters are called by Goldziher "one of the least attractive

problems of this branch of Islamic studies
The word “sale™ as underlined in the second line of the second paragraph defines:

1) bay* 2) ju‘dla 3) “idjara 4) ownership
PASSAGE 2:

The basic meaning of dya. like the related Hebrew oth and the Syriac atha. is “sign™, in
the sense of a token of some unseen reality or truth. Its derivation is uncertain. It would
most naturally come from *-w=h. corresponding with the Hebrew “awah, but such a root
does not exist in Arabic, and the Arabic form would be difficult to explain as a
borrowing from Hebrew or Syriac.

Kitabh, literally “book. writing”, occurring 255 times in the singular and six times in
the plural (kutub). is among the most difficult terms in the Qur’an to interpret. Only
rarely does it refer to some everyday type of writing. ¢.g. a letter sent by Solomon to the
Queen of Sheba. and a document of manumission. Sometimes it refers to a record of
men's deeds, events that have been prescribed. or God's knowledge. Also, it is
sometimes attributed to some people, such as “the people of the Book.™

Three nouns from the verb dhakara, *to remember, to mention”, are used for the
revelation in the sense of a reminder or warning. On the other hand, the term mathinr
has puzzled Muslim commentators and given rise to several theories among Western
interpreters of the Qur'an. Even if it is a derivative of the Hebrew mishnah or the Syriac
or Aramaic mathnitha. the term mathani must have been influenced by the Arabic thana.
"to double, repeat.”

As for the kinds of hadiths, one kind is a class of traditions which give words spoken
by God. as distinguished from prophetical tradition which gives the words of the
Prophet.

The author’s opinion about dya is that:

1) it is borrowed from the Syriac atha.

2) it is certainly taken from both Hebrew and Syriac roots.

3) it is unlikely that it is taken from Hebrew or Syriac roots.

4) it is taken from -w=-h, corresponding with the Hebrew "awah.

It is understood from the second paragraph that:

1) interpretation of kitab is not that difficult.

2) in the Qur’an, kitab sometimes refers to God’s knowledge

3) kitab always refers to some everyday type of writing.

4) letter sent by Solomon to the Queen of Sheba is not referred to as kitah in the
Quran.
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The sentence underlined in the fourth paragraph refers to the definition of:

1) prophetic tradition 2) hadith Qudsrt

3) Sunna 4) khabar mutawitir

By “the people of the Book™ as underlined in the last line of the second paragraph is

meant:

1) Jews and Christians

2) Muslims who recite the Qur'an

3) people who could read and write

4) people who are mentioned in the Qur’an

The third paragraph suggests that:

1) Muslim commentators are certain about the term mathani.

2) No nouns are used in the Qur’an for the revelation in the sense of a reminder or
warning

3) if the term mathant is a derivative of the Hebrew mishnah, then it has no relation
with Arabic.

4) even though the term mathani is a derivative of the Hebrew mishnah or the Syriac
or Aramaic mathnithd it is definitely influenced by the Arabic

PASSAGE 3:

Three periods may be distinguished in the development of the Egyptian diwan. though.
since continuity in administrative institutions tends to be stronger than changes of
governments. there are in reality no clear cleavages.

-------------- in its concrete meaning "the House of wealth". but particularly, in an
abstract sense, the "fiscus” or "treasury” of the Muslim State.

Not all State revenues are "assets of the Treasury” as such. These latter may be
defined as those monies or properties which belong to the Muslim community as a
whole, the purpose to which they are devoted being dependent upon the discretion of
the Imam or his delegate.

Claims in regard to which the Treasury's liability is dependent upon the existence of

the necessary funds and the satisfaction of all claims in the previous category,
The institution can be traced back to Muhammad in so far as there already existed in his
time the embryonic notion of a Treasury of the Community, supplied by diverse forms
of contributions; but its real origin is to be found in the contact between the new needs
of the Community which had become the conqueror of an Empire and the pre-existing
fiscal institutions of the conguered States.

According to the first paragraph, there are no clear cleavages because:

1) continuity in changes of governments is stronger.

2) continuity in administrative institutions is stronger

3) in faet. no development has occurred in the Egyptian diwén.

4) three periods may be distinguished in the development of the Egyptian diwan.
The correct word to replace --—----—- at the beginning of the second paragraph is:

1) mal al-bayt 2) bayt al-mall 3) bayt al-hikma 4) bayvt al-magdis
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According to the third passage:

1) all State revenues are " assets of the Treasury "

2) the purpose of Muslim community is dependent upon the discretion of the Imam or
his delegate.

3) State revenues may be defined as those monies or properties which belong to the
Muslim community as a whole

4) the purpose to which assets of the Treasury are devoted is dependent upon the
discretion of the Imam or his delegate.

“Which” as underlined in the first line of the fourth paragraph refers to:

1) claims 2) necessary funds

3) treasure's labality 4) the previous category

In the fifth paragraph, the author asserts that:

1) there is no sign of notion of a Treasury in the holy Prophet's time.

2} the institution can be traced back to new needs of the community.

3) the institution can be traced back to the contact between the new needs of the
Community and the fiscal institutions of the conquered States.

4) the real origin is to be found in the contact between the pre-existing fiscal institutions
of the conquered States and the embryonic notion of a Treasury of the Community.

PASSAGE 4:

In aceordance with Islam, Ibn Sina believes in God as the Creator. None of the
philosophies handed down from pagan antiquity takes account of this. He attempts to
integrate dogma with his philosophical formulation.

On the other hand. the Creator is the First Cause; as a consequence of this theory the
proof of the existence of God is restricted to Metaphysics, and not to Physics, as happens
when God 15 proved to be the prime mover.

As far as one can tell in the absence of several of Ibn Sina’s fundamental works, he
seems to have been an innovator particularly in logic, correcting the excess of
abstraction which does not permit Aristotle to take sufficient account of change, which
is present everywhere and at all times in the terrestrial world.

Ibn Sina believed firmly in the immortality of the soul. Corruption cannot touch it,
for it is immaterial. The proof of this immateriality lies in its capability of apprehending
the intelligibles, which are in no way material.

Ibn Rushd devotes a special eriticism to al-Djuwayni. accusing him of being unaware
of the necessity of that which exists, which leads him to oppose Avicenna's doctrine of
the necessary by itself and the possible by itself (which is necessary by another).

The word “this™ as underlined in the second line of the first paragraph refers to:
1) pagans 2) antiquity
3) Ibn Sina 4) believing in God as the creator
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According to the second paragraph, it is NOT true that:

1) to believe in God as the prime mover results in God’s existence being proved by
physics.

2)ywhen God is proved to be the prime mover His existence is proved through
metaphysics.

3) to believe in God as the First cause results in God’s existence being proved merely
by metaphysics.

4) the proof of existence of God would differ if God is believed in as the First Cause or
as the prime mover

In the third paragraph, the author asserts that:

1) abstraction is present everywhere in the terrestrial world.

2} in his logic. Aristotle has taken sufficient account of change.

3) a thing is actualized by the specification of concrete meaning.

4) Avicenna has corrected the excess of abstraction in Aristotle’s logic

“Which” in the second line of the fourth paragraph refers to:

1) souls 2) immortals 3) intelligibles 4) corruptions

It can be understood from the last paragraph that:

1) it was al-Djuwayni who apposed Avicenna’s doctrine.

2) it was Ibn Rushd who opposed Avicenna’s doctrine.

3)according to Avicenna, the necessary by itsell’ is equivalent to the necessary by
another

4) according to Avicenna, the possible by itself necessarily becomes the necessary by
another.

PASSAGE 5:

The Mazdaean holy Immortals are al the same lime abstract representations giving
Ahura Mazda his fullness and beings who, although superior to creatures, remain
inferior to Ahura Mazda. They are shown both as personal Agents and personified
Powers.

These historicized myths recount the main facts which occurred in an era without
archives. This human mythology mingles with the other divine one and. by a cyclical
conception of time, some books explain the reappearance of certain ancient heroes.

[t is apparent from the author's attitude that the basic reason for his conversion to
Islam was his identification of Muhammad with the prophet announced in the books of
the Pentateuch and the Gospels.

Buddhism, although attracting the majority of the population. has neither the unity
nor the purity which it has in the two neighboring countries.

If on the one hand Sufism was confined in the straightjacket of Islamic theology, it
experienced on the other hand enrichment and enlargement by admitting non-Islamic
ways of thinking and worldviews. above all those of Classical Antiquity. mainly
Neoplatonism, mixed with Aristotelian elements, which had become known to the
Islamic world through translations since the beginning of the 3rd/9th century.
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According to the passage, it is NOT true that the Mazdaean holy Immortals are:

1) superior to creatures. 2) inferior to Ahura Mazda.

3) the same with Ahura Mazda 4) both abstract and personal Agents
“One” as underlined in the second line of the second paragraph refers to:

1) era 2) human

3) mythology 4) cvclical conception

It can be understood from the third paragraph that:

1) no reason can be found in the book why the author converted to Islam.

2)the basic reason for the author’s conversion to Islam was his identification of the
books of the Pentateuch and the Gospels.

3) the basic reason why the author did not accept Islam was that he found that
Muhammmad was not the same prophet with the promised one in the Old and the
New Testaments.

4) the basic reason why the author aceepted Islam was that he found that Muhammmad
was the same prophet with the promised one in both the Old and the New Testaments.

“Which™ as underlined in the second line of the fourth paragraph refers to:

1) majority 2) unity 3) purity 4) unity and purity

According to the fifth paragraph:

1) Sufism experienced no non-Islamic way of thinking.

2)Sufism was enriched and enlarged by admiiting non-Islamic ways of thinking and
worldviews.

3) Sufism was formed by admitting non-Islamic ways of thinking and worldviews
especially Neoplatonism.

4) Sufism had become known to the Islamic world through translations since the
beginning of the 3rd/9th century.
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